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ISTED below are titles of some of our Holy Pictures and Leaflets. 
wl Like the writer whose lines are quoted below, you too will find 

them helpful and appropriate for your own use and for distribution 

to others: ‘‘Again I write you for some of those out-of-the-world 
wonderful little leaflets. The last batch I received from you (about 100 of 
various kinds) I sent to relatives and friends, especially those who needed 
them most, who needed prayerful instructions or a lifting prayer in their 
sorrow or grief. All, without exception, are lovely, inspiring, short, and to 
the point.” 





Holy Pictures — |¢ each or $1.00 per 100 
Please order by serial number 


Child Jesus — Ca or Cb Mother of Sorrows — V18 

Infant Jesus of Prague — C10 Our Lady of Confidence — V23a 

Sweet Infant Jesus — C40 Lady of Mount Carmel — V25 

Jesus, Lover of Children — Elb Queen of the Rosary — V29 

O Jesus, I long to receive Thee — Elc Our Lady of Fatima — V29a 

O Sacrament most Holy — E20 Queen of Angels — V37 

Sacred Heart — H1 Guardian Angel — G3 

The Pleading Heart of Jesus — H12 Saint Joseph — S1 

Agonizing Heart of Jesus — P1 Saint Anne — S7 

Behold the Man! — P5 Saint Margaret Mary — S24 

Jesus Carrying His Cross — P7 Saint Anthony — S26 

Jesus Crucified — P9 Saint Therese of the Child Jesus — S37 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph — M42a Saint Rita — $30 | 
Eventide at Nazareth — M5b Saint Philomena — $32 ‘ 
Birth of the Blessed Virgin — V1 Saint Maria Goretti — S44 

Mary Conceived without Sin — V15 Saint Pius X — S46 


Prayer Leaflets — 2 for 1¢ or 50¢ per 100 


Prayer in Affliction to the Miraculous Infant Jesus of Prague — C9 
9-Hour Novena in urgent need to the Infant of Prague — C11 
Communion Prayers — E2 

Offering of Holy Mass — E6a 

Send Your Angel to Mass — G5 

Novena to the Sacred Heart — H13 

Offering in Atonement for Daily Faults —H23 

Daily Prayer to the Holy Family — M5 

Wasted Pain — M7 

Morning and Evening Prayer — M9 

Catholic Blessing of the Home — M22 

Prayer for the Blessing of a Good Harvest — M29 

Prayers for a Happy Death — M40 

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin — V38 

Mary-Likeness (verse) — V6 

Prayer to Saint Joseph — S3 

Novena to the Little Flower — S29 

Novena to Saint Francis of Assisi — $31 
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With the choirs of Angels let us adore the Lamb 
of God, hidden beneath the Eucharistic Veils! 





The Holy Angels 


HE creation of the Angels is one of the wonderful works of God; 
they were the first masterpieces of His wisdom. His image is 
reflected brightly in them; His power and His goodness is shown 
in their perfection and moral beauty. When we wish to ennoble 

in man that proportion of form which in human language is called 
beauty, we compare it to the beauty of an angel. Artists try to portray 
for us those white-winged friends of God; but the language of their 
brush is figurative, and is intended only to assist our finite mental 
vision in its quest of discovery into the heavenly country. 


The knowledge and power of the Angels surpass anything that our 
minds can conceive, for they live so near God that they participate in 
the attributes that emanate from His Divine essence. Some theologians 
hold that by their ministry, God governs the world; that they are bid- 
den by Him to direct nature in her evolutions; that they guide the stars 
through space, and the earth in its yearly path. 

We may well conceive the Creator employing the Angels in the 
ordering and developing of this universe, and in its subsequent main- 
tenance; for every creature has its powers proportioned to its nature 
and activity. If man with his finite faculties and his limitations can 
discover so many of nature’s secrets, and apply them to his own uses, 
how much easier it is to imagine what can be done by a higher class 
of beings that live so near the Source of all power and wisdom! 
So that it is not too much to assert that the Angels control the universe 
and its solar systems, just as puny man controls the forces of this planet 
whereon he lives and moves. This way of considering the good Angels 
and their functions lends itself to innumerable conceptions, which, after 
all, are merely speculative, but which we hope one day to have revealed 
to us. 

There is a practical side to this subject that should interest us. 
Through the Angels, as through secondary causes, the Supreme Master 
works in the interests of men. Just as He uses men as intermediaries 
in His dealings with other men, whereby He enlightens their minds and 
moves their wills to well-doing, so does He use these spiritual intelli- 
gences, which we call Angels, to carry out the spiritual and material 
functions of His Providence for the benefit of our race. 

It is this practical aspect of the Angels and of their work in our 
regard that appeals to us. How consoling are these words: “He hath 
given His Angels charge over thee to keep thee in all thy ways. In 
their hands shall they bear thee up, lest thou dash thy foot against a 
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stone” (Ps. 90:11-12). The evident meaning of these words is, that 
God’s good Angels are continually watching over us, and are protecting 
us from the visible and invisible powers of evil. The sense of the Chris- 
tian people has always adhered to the idea of tutelary or guardian 
Angels, being appoint- 
ed by God to watch 
over the children of 
Adam, to protect them, 
to intercede for them, 
to move them to good, 
and finally to promote 
their salvation. 


In many places, Holy 
Scripture speaks of this 
angelical mediation. In 
Genesis (28:12) An- 
gels are mentioned as 
ascending and descend- 
ing a mysterious ladder 
which stood upon the 
earth, with the top 
thereof touching Heav- 
en, to carry to God the 
prayers of men, and in 
return to spread 
amongst them His pre- 
cious graces. Angels 
closed the mouths of 
the lions which were about to devour Daniel; they turned into dew- 
laden wind the fiery flames in Nabuchodonosor’s furnace and thus saved 
the three youths in Babylon. They stand in Heaven before the God of 
Hosts, not merely to adore His Supreme Majesty, but also to uphold the 
interests of mankind, to carry messages to the prophets, to console the 
just in their afflictions, to assure the faithful that their prayers to God 
have been heard. (Isaias 6:2.) “When thou didst pray with tears,” 
said the Angel Raphael to Tobias, “and didst bury the dead, and didst 
leave thy dinner and hide the dead by day in thy house, and bury them 
by night, I offered thy prayer to the Lord. And because thou wast ac- 
ceptable to God, it was necessary that temptation should prove thee, 
and now the Lord hath sent me to heal thee, and to deliver Sara, thy 
son’s wife, from the devil. For I am the Angel Raphael, one of the 
seven who stand before the throne of God” (Tob. 12:12-15). 
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The activity of the Angelic hosts was manifested in a special man- 
ner during the time of Our Lord’s life on earth. It was an Angel who 
appeared to Zachary when Saint John was announced. It was the 
Archangel Gabriel who revealed to the Blessed Maiden of Israel the 
privilege of her Divine Motherhood. Angels, shining in the brightness 
of God, sang songs to the shepherds tending their flocks on the Judean 
hillside on the night of the Nativity. They appeared to Joseph in a 
dream, and told him to retire with the Infant Savior, in order to evade 
the massacre of the Innocents. They stood at the tomb of the Savior, 
on that first Easter morning, to tell the Apostles and holy women that 
He had really risen. They broke the chains that bound St. Peter and 
delivered him from his prison cell. All these incidents prove that the 
action of the good Angels in our regard is beneficent and consolatory. 
“Are they not all ministering spirits,” asks St. Paul, “sent to minister 
for those who shall receive the inheritance of Heaven?” They are our 
God-sent protectors, so we should remember the words of St. Ambrose: 
“We should pray to the Angels who are given to us as guardians.” 


The Catholic Church has not been unmindful of this wish of the 
great Milanese Doctor. Devotion to the holy Angels has always been 
in vigor within her fold. Popular devotion has centered on them during 
the month of September, probably because the feast of St. Michael, 
their Chief, falls within this month, and it is climaxed, as it were, with 
the feast of the Guardian Angels on October 2nd. These weeks give the 
faithful an opportunity to study this higher form of creation, the An- 
gels, to pray to them, and to ask their powerful intercession before the 
throne of God. 


There is one Angel in particular to whom our hearts should go out 
spontaneously—our Guardian Angel, the one that, we confidently be- 
lieve, has been specially appointed to walk beside us, to watch our every 
movement, to inspire us with good thoughts, to ward off the assaults 
of Satan, to record our victories in the service of God, and generally 
to act as one whose only objective is to promote our spiritual welfare. 

For this signal favor we should thank God, and should resolve 
never to do anything that might repel our Guardian Angel from us, 
or give him cause to regret his mission near us. “See that you despise 
not one of these little ones; for I say to you, that their Angels in Heaven 
always see the face of My Father, who is in Heaven” (Matt. 18:10). 

A day will come when we shall know all that God’s Angels have 
done for us, and it is only then that we shall be fully able to appreciate 
the value of their mediation. Meanwhile, as devoted servants of the 
King of Angels, as the lovers of Him who has legions at His command, 
we may show them “reverence,” as St. Bernard says, “for their pres- 
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ence, devotedness for their kindness, confidence for their watchfulness; 
that is to say, a triple cultus of respect, love and confidence. Respect 
them, love them, confide in their protection, and our passage is assured 
amid the obstacles and obscurities of this life.” 
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Novena to the Holy Angels 


September 23 to October 1 


OSTS of adoring Angels surround the altars whereon Jesus is en- 
throned in the Blessed Sacrament. Hidden from our sight, as 
Christ is hidden, they offer to Him our prayers along with theirs, and 
in turn implore for us His blessings and favors. 
As adorers of the Blessed Sacrament and spiritual daughters of 
St. Benedict, the Sisters of our Congregation have a double motive for 
devotion to the Holy Angels, which is traditional in the Benedictine 
Order. As an expression of this devotion, we offer each year a Novena 
in preparation for the Feast of the Guardian Angels, beginning Septem- 
ber 23d and and ending October Ist, the day before the feast. In each 
of our Eucharistic Sanctuaries (at Clyde, Missouri; Mundelein, Illinois; 
Tucson, Arizona; Kansas City, Missouri; and San Diego, California) 
the Sisters offer special prayers in honor of the Holy Angels during the 
afternoon Benediction service. Our friends and readers are cordially 
invited to join with us in this Novena, and to send their petitions to 
be placed on the altar of the Motherhouse at Clyde during the Novena. 
The intercession of the Angels is very powerful, and their solici- 
tude for our well-being and happiness is also very great. Let us then 
invoke them with great confidence, and in addition to our many per- 
sonal petitions, ask them also to obtain peace for the world and the 
triumph of the Church over her enemies. 
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September Harvest 


too, takes care that His storehouse is filled with the best that 

field and orchard have yielded. Of all the precious grain and 

fruit heaped up in the heavenly granaries, however, none de- 
lights His Heart more than that golden Wheat-sheaf which is our 
Blessed Lady, His own dear Mother and ours. September is ripe with _ 
Mary’s feasts, and the gracious autumn days seem perfumed with the 
traces of her passing. A short glance at the chief of these feasts may 
help us with our own harvesting and enable us to enter Our Lord’s 
presence with fuller hands. 

The 8th of September is the feast of Our Lady’s Nativity—Mary’s 
Birthday. One of the Blessed Mother’s great lovers, St. John Damas- 
cene, has called this feast the “birthday of the world’s gladness.” And 
surely we all have every reason to rejoice at the birth of the child who’ 
was to be the Mother of God-made-man, our Savior from eternal death. 
Ever since the Eternal Trinity created heaven and earth, all genera- 
tions have labored and waited for this day which was to give a Mother 
to the Son of God. We are poor, sinful human beings, but with Mary, 
we can stand unafraid before the angels, because it was one of us, not 
one of them, whom God chose to be “Queen of Angels.” Let us wish 
our sweet Mother a truly “happy Birthday,” and let us turn with glad 
hearts to her Son to thank Him for this “Cause of our Joy.” 

As Christmas is followed soon after by the feast of the Holy Name 
of Jesus, so Mary’s Birthday is followed shortly by the feast of her holy 
Name on September 12th. Is there a name dearer to the human heart, 
with the exception of the Name of Jesus, than that of Mary? Its short 
syllables ring with the tenderness, the compassion and the power of the 
Refuge of the Afflicted and the Help of Christians. It is a mother’s 
name and strong as her love, which has wrought so many wonders and 
destroyed so many heresies in the Christian world. We can imagine 
St. Anne whispering this blessed Name over and over to herself as she 


S EPTEMBER is a harvest month, and like all good farmers, God, 
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held her little one in her arms. We can hear the child’s small play- 
mates calling to her: “Mary! Mary! come with us,” as so many would 
call to her all down the ages. We can think of that breathless hour 
when heaven’s mightly prince, Gabriel, knelt in reverence before her, 
before Mary who was “full of grace.” The saints tell us—and we know 
from our own experience—that no one has ever called that Name in 
vain. From the day we learn it in one of the first prayers taught us, 
the “Hail Mary,” until we breathe it for the last time at that moment 
when “now” and “at the hour of our death,” are one and the same, 
Mary’s Name is faith, hope and charity on our lips and in our hearts. 


September 15th marks the feast of Mary’s Seven Sorrows. Ac- 
tually, the entire month of September is dedicated to the Sorrows of 
Mary. In the Mass of the day the Church salutes her as “Queen of 
Martyrs,” by saying that Our Lady, “without dying merited the palm 
of martyrdom beneath the Cross of the Lord.” From His birth to His 
death, the life of Jesus is enfolded in the nearness of His Mother; and 
since He was a Man of Sorrows, she had of necessity to be the Mother 
of Sorrows. Everything that affected Jesus affected His Mother; and 
if St. Paul could speak of filling up what was wanting to Christ’s Pas- 
sion, then, truly, as Pius XII tells us, Mary more than any of the faith- 
ful, as the real Queen of Martyrs, filled up for His Body the Church 
what was wanting to the Passion of Christ. We could not have a suf- 
fering Christ with a Mother who did not suffer; for the lover wants to 
share the sufferings of the beloved. Mary suffered for our sakes, 
‘though, as well as His. She learned motherhood not simply by being 
appointed our Mother but by actual experience of human pain and 
grief. Mary could not have wiped away our tears if she had never wept 
herself. If the children of God can reach heaven and glory only 
through the Cross and sacrifice, certainly the Mother of God would be 
bound even more strictly to the Way of the Cross. 


Finally, on September 24th we have the feast of Our Lady of 
Ransom. This feast originated in the founding of the Order of Our 
Lady of Mercy whose first members spent themselves in ransoming 
those Christians held in slavery by the Moors in the 13th century. Mary 
is always merciful, always a Mother. How many captives has she re- 
leased down through the centuries! How many thousands of souls 
have won deliverance from slavery to sin and its occasions through her 
mercy, her prayers! Let us turn to this lovely Queen of September, 
then, and pray to her as a Mother whose mercy knows no bounds and 
whose harvesting is a love wide as the heavens, deep as the sea, and 
stronger than death. 
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Saint Joseph and Labor Day | 


ABOR Day with its holiday spirit, celebrated on September 3, 
1 turns the thoughts of one and all to that simple, commonplace, 
non-theological, age-old subject so familiar to us all—work. 
It is fitting that the working men and women should have a 
day of their own, a day when the basic and positive part that labor 
plays in the upbuilding of the country and in the lives of themselves and 
fellowmen, should receive due recognition. Whether they wield man- 
ual tools or mechanical devices, working in steel or stone, wood or 
soil, coal or oil, in chemical industries, in shops or markets; or whether 
the job requires close application of mind and weary study of figures 
and problems in an office with its typewriters and files and clerical 
aids—working men and women must know they are important even 
though at times their task may seem trivial and tiresome. For who 
does not know that the virtue of industry contributes to the furtherance 
of God’s plan for the universe; that it gives society a just : return for 
the benefits all share in common; that it is an acknowledgment of one’s 
obligation to use his abilities and talents for the good of all; and finally, 
that it builds up a man’s individual character. 


Down through the Christian era it has been welled to assign 
patrons for various trades and professions. Pre-eminent among these 
patrons is St. Joseph. We are not surprised that our Holy Father, 
Pius XII, has selected him as the model worker,.the honest workman. 
Excepting Christ, no man has ever given greater dignity to labor, or 
better represents the model workingman, than St. Joseph. He was a 
carpenter, according to common belief, with the blood of kings in his 
veins. Labor was therefore signally honored by the work of Joseph’s 
hands. He is presented in the Gospel as a “just man,” and a just man 
accepts his duties and responsibilities as seriously as he desires that 
recognition be given his own rights. St. Joseph had a high regard for 
labor. He looked upon it in the light of its dignity, and took a rightful 
pride in his careful workmanship, doing the task with care and ‘loving 
devotedness the first time so there was no need for it to be done over. 


In addition to the perfection of his exterior work, St. Joseph looked 
to the interior intention with which he performed his task. He did it 
wholeheartedly for love of God and neighbor. He knew that there was 
merit for eternity in his work. Work was charity which fulfilled the 
basic commandment, ““Thou shalt love thy neighbor.” It furnished 
the means for the maintenance of his home and the daily sustenance 
of his family. 4 
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No doubt Saint Joseph-had scores of problems, like every other 
worker in this valley of tears. Indeed, we know that while not being 
the poorest of the poor, he experienced some of the trials of poverty 
and doubtless had periods of so-called “unemployment.” He knew 
what it meant to go to another place and find a new market for his 
labor, for he was once an exile in Egypt. 

St. Joseph probably did not bother much about the long hours he 
spent at his work, or how much time he could take off for a vacation. 
He simply fulfilled his duty carefully, produced the best product his 
talents enabled him to, and looked for a just wage. So from day to 
day he continued steadfastly in his work, in peace with all men, in a 
spirit of diligent, prayerful, holy zeal, in an atmosphere of silence 
and recollection. Pensions, strikes, social security, and all the prob- 
lems that arise in the modern workshop and utility production unions, 
were utterly unknown to his simple life. But that is no reason why he, 
as patron of labor, would not be interested in such problems. Surely, 
“just man” that he is, he wants to see the scales of justice balanced 
between employers, managers and employees. We may be sure he is 
deeply concerned that the false ideas which have crept into industry 
should be righted. Cheating, bribing, wasting time, doing poor work, 
would all come under St. Joseph’s disapproval, as indeed they come 
under that of any right-thinking person. He would condemn utterly 
the false concept that as long as one provides for himself and his 
family it does not matter how others get along. 

Even more vehemently would he condemn the parasites who think 
the world owes them a living. He would point out that at the creation 
of man, God put him to work caring for the garden of paradise, and 
after Adam’s fall He decreed that henceforth he and his descendants 
must labor in the sweat of their brow as part of the penance for the 
transgression. Perhaps he would turn to the New Testament where 
St. Paul sets forth the doctrine that “if any man will not work, neither 
shall he eat.” Work of some kind is a solemn duty for all by reason 
of the will of our Creator. Physical ability and talents of mind, or 
aptitudes of body and skill of hands, are God’s way of indicating what 
work He wills each one to perform. 

St. Joseph illustrates the ideal place of the workingman in society: 
a man who is the head of his own household, who owns property, who 
associates with his fellow citizens in a zealous effort to further the in- 
terests of one and all; a man who carries out in his daily actions the 
religious principles that he professes; a man who does his part for the 
upbuilding of civil life. ° 
On Labor Day, when the Mass of St. Joseph will be offered in 
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many places in the United States by special indult granted to our 
Bishops, men and women workers everywhere could most profitably 
begin the day’s celebration with Holy Mass and Communion in honor 
of their patron, to ask for the grace of worthily fulfilling the duties of 
their state, to recognize more clearly the dignity of their life’s task, 
and to discover the way of making their worthiest contribution to 
society. 


Genuflection — A Token of Faith 


O ONE will deny that the first act of worship which we are sup- 

posed to offer to God on entering a church—the genuflection— 
is often made very carelessly and irreverently, even by people who claim 
to be devout. Bishops, priests, and even Popes have reminded the 
faithful again and again of the duty as well as the manner of genu- 
flecting, but with poor results. 

Catholics who go to church for Holy Mass or for any other re- 
ligious service, or to make a visit to the Blessed Sacrament, ought to 
conduct themselves in such a way that anyone can tell at a glance that 
their devotion is deep and true. A well-made genuflection is one of 
the best signs of interior recollection and devotion. 

We were taught as children that the proper way to make a genu- 
flection is to bend the right knee to the floor, when the Blessed Sacra- 
ment is in the tabernacle. When the Blessed Sacrament is exposed, 
one should kneel on both knees, making a reverent inclination of the 
head and shoulders. 

The genuflection should be made reverently, thoughtfully and with- 
out haste, with eyes fixed on the tabernacle or the monstrance, and not 
roaming curiously about the church. It is an act of homage and adora- 
tion of both body and soul, offered to the Divinity and the Sacred 
Humanity of Jesus Christ, present on the altar. Every Catholic man, 
woman and child (unless physically unable to do so) should genuflect 
upon entering and when leaving the church, or passing before the altar 
on which the Blessed Sacrament is reserved. 

To encourage Catholics to make their genuflection, as prescribed, 
the Sacred Congregation of Indulgences has granted an indulgence of 
300 days to all who, while making a single genuflection, say the invo- 
cation: “Jesus, my God, I adore Thee here present in the Sacrament of 
Thy love,” or a similar one, such as “My Lord and my God!” An in- 
dulgence of 500 days is granted for the same act of reverence while 
making a double genuflection before the Most Blessed Sacrament ex- 
posed. 
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The Fountain 


fering and death, to show them Its love.” These words spoken 

by Our Lord to Saint Margaret Mary perfectly summarize the 

Encyclical issued by Pius XII to commemorate the centenary 
of the extension of the Feast of the Sacred Heart to the entire Church. 
Because of its opening words, the Encyclical is called “Haurietis Aquas 
—You shall draw waters,” and apart from commemorating the Feast, 
has the definite purpose of “explaining the real nature of devotion to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the light of Divine Revelation, its chief 
source, and the graces which flow from it.” In this year of the Sacred 
Heart a few high-lights from this masterful and gracious letter of our 
Holy Father, inviting us to “Behold His Heart!” should be of deep and 
vital interest to all. 

Calling devotion to the Sacred Heart a “true synthesis of the whole 
Christian religion,” the Pope emphasizes that this devotion is not a 
matter of choice, but of duty, following on our belief in the historical 
fact of the Incarnation of the Son of God. “The intimate bond which, 
according to Sacred Scripture, exists between the Divine charity that 
must burn in the souls of the faithful and the Holy Ghost, clearly shows 
to all the real nature of devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ. 
For it is perfectly clear that this devotion, if we examine its proper 
nature, is the highest act of religion. It demands the full and absolute 
determination of surrendering and consecrating oneself to the love 
of the Divine Redeemer. The wounded Heart of the Savior is the 
living sign and symbol of that love. It is likewise clear, even to a 
greater degree, that this devotion especially declares that we must re- 
pay Divine love with our own love. Indeed, it flows from the very 
essence of that love that the souls of men fully and completely submit 
to the rule of the Supreme Being, because the act of our love so de- 
pends upon the Divine will that it forms, as it were, a certain oneness, 


Bem this Heart which has loved men so much, even to suf- 
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according to the words of Scripture: ‘He who cleaves to the Lord is one 
spirit with Him’” (1 Cor. 6:17). 

Since the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity united in Himself 
perfect Divine nature and perfect human nature—the Vicar of Christ 
reminds us—the Sacred Heart, an essential part of the physical Body of 
Jesus which was formed in the womb of the spotless Virgin Mary by 
the infinite power of the Holy Spirit, is both the symbol and the instru- 
ment of Our Lord’s absolutely unlimited Divine love and totally pure 
human love for mankind. “The mystery of Redemption is first and 
foremost a mystery of love, that is, of the true love of Christ for His 
Heavenly Father, to whom the Sacrifice offered on the Cross in loving 
obedience renders most abundant and infinite satisfactions for the sins 
of mankind. Therefore, the Divine Redeemer, as our duly constituted 
and perfect Mediator, because He made perfect satisfaction to Divine 
Justice for all the debts and obligations of the human race out of His 
most ardent love for us, effected the marvelous reconciliation between 
Divine Justice and Divine Mercy which constitutes the impenetrable 
mystery of our salvation.” Nor was this love only spiritual. “To be 
sure, the love with which God loved our first parents and the Hebrew 
people was of a spiritual nature. But the love spoken of in the Gospels, 
the letters of the Apostles and the pages of the Apocalypse—all of which 
describe the love of the Heart of Jesus Christ—express not only Divine 
love but also human sentiments of love. This point is quite clear to all 
who are Catholics. For the Word of God assumed not a fictitious and 
empty body, as some heretics maintained... but actually united to His 
Divine person an individual, integral and perfect human nature.” 


The Pope'then goes on to consider those special manifestations of 
the love of Jesus for us which are: the institution of the Holy Eucharist, 
His bitter Passion and Death, His most holy Mother whom He lovingly 
gave us, the founding of the Church, and the sending of the Holy 
Ghost. “His Heart was moved by a special love and fear when He saw 
that the hour of His cruel death was now at hand. He felt a natural 
repugnance for death and those sorrows which ‘were rushing upon Him, 
and cried out: ‘Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass away from Me!’ 
But with love unconquered by the greatest grief, when He received a 
kiss from the traitor, He addressed him with those words which seem 
to be the last invitation of His most merciful Heart to a most hardened 
and impious heart: ‘Friend, for what purpose hast thou come? Dost 
thou betray the Son of Man with a kiss?’... Hanging on the Cross, our 
Divine Redeemer felt His Heart on fire with varied and vehement af- 
fections, affections of the most ardent love, of dismay, of ‘mercy, and 
of a most intense longing... Who, in truth, could describe in a worthy 
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manner those beatings of the Divine Heart, the indications of His infi- 
nite love, when He bestowed His greatest gifts on man, that is, Him- 
self in the sacrament of the Eucharist, His most holy Mother and the 
priestly office? ... Rightly therefore one may affirm that the Divine’ 
Eucharist, both as a Sacrament and as a Sacrifice—the one He be- 
stowed on men, the other He Himself continually offers ‘from the rising 
of the sun even to the going down’—and the Priesthood, are all really 
the gifts of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

“Indeed, another most precious gift of His Sacred Heart is, as We 
have said, Mary, the sweet Mother of God and the most loving Mother 
of us all. For she was the Mother of our Redeemer according to the 
flesh and His associate in recalling the children of Eve to the life of 
Divine grace. Wherefore, St. Augustine, in writing of her, says: ‘In- 
deed she is the mother of the members of the Savior, which we are, 
because she co-operated by love so that the faithful who are the mem- 
bers of that Head might be born in the Church.’ 

“The gift of the Holy Spirit to His disciples is the first clear sign 
of His munificent charity after His triumphal ascent to the right hand 
of His Father. This Spirit, the Paraclete, since He is the personified 
love of the Father for the Son and the Son for the Father, is sent indeed 
by both. Assuming the appearance of tongues of fire, He poured the 
abundance of Divine love and other heavenly gifts into the Apostles’ 
souls. The infusion of this Divine love also sprang from the Heart of 
our Savior, ‘in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowl- 
edge.’ This Divine love, most precious gift of the Heart of Christ and 
of His Spirit, pouring forth from the Heart of the Incarnate Word, is 
infused by the Holy Spirit into the souls of all the faithful. 


“There is then no doubt,” says our Holy Father in another part 
of the Encyclical, “that the faithful, in honoring the most Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, fulfil a most serious obligation by which they are bound to 
serve God and dedicate themselves and all they have, including their 
most secret thoughts and actions, to their Creator and Redeemer, and 
in this way obey the Divine Commandment: ‘Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with thy whole strength.’ ” 

Our Holy Father points out that devotion to the Sacred Heart is 
not something new. It is not sentimental, nor is it a materialistic or 
naturalistic piety. It is an essential of our Catholic Faith and “stems 
from the principles of Christian doctrine.” It may be considered, so 
far as practice is concerned, he says, “the perfect profession of the 
Christian religion.” 

As the Holy Father proves, the foundation of the devotion to the 
Heart of Jesus rests in the Scriptures, both the Old and New Testa- 
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ments, in the teaching of the early Fathers, in the ancient tradition and 
official liturgy of the Church, as well as in its infallible doctrine. He 
observes that devotion to the Sacred Heart “has never been entirely un- 
known to Christian piety.” It was known long before the time of St. 
Margaret Mary, who was the messenger rather than the originator of 
the devotion. And since the decree of 1856 extending the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart to the entire Church, the devotion “has gushed forth like 
a mighty stream, spreading throughout the world and washing away 
every obstacle in its course.” 

In the concluding parts of the Encyclical the Holy Father shows 
his anxiety that all may profit from this devotion. He asks: “Faced 
with so many evils which today more than ever deeply disturb indi- 
viduals, homes, nations and the whole world, where is a remedy to be 
found?” And his answer is: “... Devotion to the Heart of Jesus is 
the standard and the source of unity, salvation and peace.” Then 
associating devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary with devotion 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Holy Father goes on to say: “Greatly 
impelled by the desire to set up a firm defense against the wicked 
machinations of the enemies of God and His Church, and at the same 
time to lead back domestic and civil society to the love of God and 
neighbor, We do not hestitate to state emphatically that devotion to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus is the most effective school of Divine charity, 
on which the Kingdom of God, to be established in the souls of indi- 
viduals, in families and in nations, must rest.” 

Undoubtedly the Pope regards this encyclical on the Heart of 
Jesus as one of the most important of his eighteen-year Pontificate. 
Following his example we should also consider it very important. We 
should read it thoughtfully and prayerfully and try to follow its direc- 
tions. Then we, too, may hope one day in heaven to hear those words 
spoken by Our Lord with such tenderness so long ago: “Behold this 
Heart!” 


“Tet the Litthe Children Come...” 


HE silver-haired, white-robed figure, erect against the scarlet 
throne-chair, seemed the focus of all light in the huge audience 
chamber. His mellow voice reached effortlessly to the farthest 
ends of the room and was the only sound in the stillness which 

gripped the crowd. Then suddenly a child clasped tightly in his father’s 
arms began to cry plaintively. Heads turned and frowning faces looked 
warningly at the man in the first row. Helplessly, the young father 


SEPTEMBER — 1956 143 











tried to hush the child, while sternness turned to pity as the bystanders 
noticed that the little one was paralyzed. He could cry, but he could 
move neither arms nor legs. Without stopping his address, the man 
in the great chair held out his hands and calmly took the crying child 
from his father, holding him gently in his arms while he finished what 
he had to say. The little one sat quietly on the man’s knees for a few 
moments, then before the 
eyes of all, wriggled loose 
and began to crawl cautious- 
ly about the room. Finally 
he got to his feet, looked 
around, and ran_ straight 
back into the outstretched 
arms of the white-clad man 
on the throne, his own small 
arms reaching up in a confi- 
dent embrace. 


The man on the throne 
who was the instrument of 
this and many other cures, 
even in his own lifetime, 
was, of course, St. Pius X, 
the Good Shepherd of all 
Christendom, whose feast we 
keep on September 3rd. 
Known as the “Pope of Chil- 
den,” and again as the 
“Pope of the Eucharist,” it 
was this Father of the little 
ones who brought Christ to 
young hearts and souls, mak- 
ing it possible for them to receive Holy Communion at an early age. 

St. Pius X took special delight in meeting and greeting First Com- 
municants. Once after listening to the little speeches made by a group 
of children who had just made their first Holy Communion, he was 
deeply moved and asked them if their last Communion would be made 
with as much fervor and love as this first one. They answered in an 
echoing chorus: “Yes! Yes!” Some said: “Yes, Holy Father,” and 
one little child, touched by the Christ-like charity radiating from the 
Pope’s facé, answered: “Yes, Jesus!” Those who knew the Pope rec- 
ognized a likeness between him and the innocent children who would 
come to kneel at his feet, often placing their hands on his knees in 
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childish confidence and replying to his questions with utter disregard 
of protocol and grown-up stiffness. Once during an audience a child 
cried out eagerly: “Mr. Holiness, will you bless me?” The Holy Fa- 
ther not only blessed him, but leaned far over to caress him. 


Of St. Pius X it has been said by a distinguished historian: “No 
single Pope since the Council of Trent brought about so many important 
changes in Catholic life.” His decrees on frequent and early Com- 
munion revolutionized Catholic piety and were the result of his own 
burning devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. He said himself: “Holy 
Communion is the shortest and surest way to heaven. There are other 
ways: innocence, penance, prayer, sacrifice—but the easiest and short- 
est way is through Holy Communion.” At the beatification ceremonies 
in 1951, Pius XII said: “That which is singularly characteristic of this 
Pontiff is to have been Pope of the Eucharist. If We were to remain 
silent on this point, ranks of yesterday’s and today’s children would 
rise up to sing Hosanna to him who knew how to throw down age-old 
barriers which kept them far from their Friend in the Tabernacle.” 

“Let the little children: come to Me,” said Christ, “and do not 
hinder them, for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” These tender 
words were also the motto of the pastoral life of St. Pius X. Even 
when he was Supreme Pontiff and engaged in those far-reaching la- 
bors which would “restore all things in Christ,” he still found time to 
welcome children to the Vatican and used his brief leisure periods on 
Sundays to give them lessons in catechism. His simple, fervent talks 
drew them to him by an unbreakable bond of affection. The children 
of 1903-1914 were as much at home with him as the children of Pales- 
tine were in their day with the Carpenter of Nazareth. 

It was not only for the little ones, however, that St. Pius X de- 
sired the blessings of the Eucharist. Their elders, too, must share in 
the graces of this Sacrament, in the riches of the Eucharistic way 
of life. Pius XII shows us this in his canonization address. “A 
priest above all in the Eucharistic ministry, this is the most faith- 
ful portrayal of St. Pius X. To serve the mystery of the Blessed Eu- 
charist as a priest and to fulfil the command of Our Savior: ‘Do this 
in commemoration of Me,’ was his goal. In the profound vision which 
he had of the Church as a society, Pius X recognized that it was the 
Blessed Eucharist which had the power to nourish its intimate life and 
to raise it high above all other human societies. Only the Eucharist, 
in which God gives Himself to men, is able to lay the foundations of 
a social life worthy of those who live it, cemented more by love than 
by authority, rich in activity and aimed at the perfection of the indi- 
vidual; a life ‘hidden with Christ in God.’ ” 
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Grace, the Forgotten Treasure 


Continued 


Rev. Francis J. Remler, C. M. 


UT there is another very important point to be considered in this 
connection. The particular amount of additional grace that is 
gained by each good action depends largely on the particular 
amount of sanctifying grace a person possesses at the time he 

performs that action. The greater his grace, the greater will be his 
gain. It is very much like the different amounts of interest accruing 
from different amounts of capital. A capital of one thousand dollars 
at five percent, yields an annual interest of fifty dollars; while a capi- 
tal of one million yields as much as fifty thousand. In the same way, 
as the fund of sanctifying grace grows larger from day to day, its 
power to make one’s good actions increasingly meritorious also grows. 

This consoling truth about the wonderful way in which grace in- 
creases and good works become increasingly meritorious can be stated 
as follows: 

As good works multiply, sanctifying grace increases; and as sanc- 
tifying grace increases, the same good works become increasingly more 
meritorious and productive of greater grace. 

It is simply a case of compound interest, not of dollars and cents, 
but of the imperishable wealth of supernatural grace. Thus, for ex- 
ample, a person assists daily at Holy Mass. Each successive morning 
he gains more grace by that act of devotion than he did the day before. 
Why? Because each new day he works with a larger capital of grace 
than he possessed the day before. ; 

Here we must ask: Is it possible to imagine an easier way of grow- 
ing rich in grace even in the most ordinary walks of life? Who is 
there that is not able to amass for himself a treasure of grace so vast 
that it will entitle him to be ranked high among the angelic choirs in 
heaven? But alas! the complaint of our Blessed Savior applies to all 
too many Catholics: “The children of this world are more prudent 
than the children of the light” (Luke 16:8). Money and money-mak- 
ing are everything to the former; while the spiritual riches of sancti- 
fying grace are so often wholly meaningless to the latter. 


The Growth of a River System 


Another instructive illustration of the steady increase of which 
grace is capable is furnished by the growth of a large river system. 
Let us take as an example America’s largest river, the Mississippi. 
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Beginning as a small stream in Minnesota, it steadily grows larger as 
it flows southward until long before it reaches the Gulf of Mexico it 
is deep enough to allow large vessels to move on it freely. What is 
the source of that immense volume of water at its mouth? Nothing 
else than the hundreds of rivulets, brooks and larger tributaries that 
empty their waters into its course of more than 1,200 miles. Only for 
these, the main stream would soon go dry. But as it is, every tributary, 
no matter how small, helps to swell the volume of water in the great 
river. And there are several large tributaries, notably the Missouri and 
the Ohio, each of which contributes a much greater volume of water 
than many other tributaries combined. 


Application 


What the various tributaries, large and small, are to a river, that 
the various good actions which a Christian performs in the state of 
sanctifying grace are to the growth of this grace. There is no good 
action, no matter how small, that does not contribute its proper share 
to this growth. Great importance, therefore, attaches even to what 
people commonly call “little things.” The truth is that there are no 
little things in God’s service. Can that be called little which has the 
power to earn for the soul a goodly portion of the surpassing bliss of 
heaven—a bliss that knows no end, and of which it is said that eye has 
not seen, nor ear heard, nor has it entered the heart of man to conceive 
the things that God has prepared for those who love Him? The well- 
instructed Catholic realizes that there are no trifles in the service of 
God, and hence he takes great care not to waste any opportunities of 
increasing the grace he already possesses. 

We have mentioned the Missouri and the Ohio as two very large 
tributaries that add more water to the Mississippi than many other 
smaller tributaries combined. This illustrates very tellingly the excep- 
tionally great meriting power of two special means of grace, namely, the 
holy Sacrifice of the Mass and Holy Communion. Each of these two 
enables the devout Catholic to acquire a greater increase of grace morn- 
ing after morning than he can acquire by many other good works com- 
bined which he may perform during the rest of the day. One holy 
Mass heard devoutly far outweighs any number of private devotions; 
and so does Holy Communion when received with the proper disposi- 
tions. In Holy Mass the soul receives a copious share of the infinite 
fruits of Christ’s Passion and Death on the Cross and in Holy Com- 
munion it is united in a most intimate manner with Jesus, the Author 
and Source of grace. 

Wonderful, therefore, are the advantages of those who avail them- 
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selves of the opportunity that may be theirs of assisting at Mass and 
receiving Holy Communion every day. If their dispositions are what 
they should be, their daily growth in grace will be truly phenomenal. 
But for the consolation of those who for one reason or other are denied 
this opportunity, it must be stated that they can in a great measure 
make up for this by assisting at Mass and receiving Holy Communion 
spiritually. God is pleased to accept the fervent desire when the deed 
is impossible. In fact, it can happen that one who hears Mass and com- 
municates spiritually with great fervor will merit more than one who 
actually uses these two means of grace, but does so with tepidity and 
in a routine manner. 


The Growth of Knowledge and Learning 


A third illustration which is even more instructive than the two 
preceding ones is taken from the growth of knowledge and learning of 
which the human mind is capable. The advantage of this illustration 
lies in the fact that it treats of something which, like grace, cannot 
be perceived and observed by any of the five senses, but yet has a 
very real existence. It is true that knowledge cannot be seen or handled 
or measured, but yet no one denies or doubts that it really exists and 
that it is a possession of great value as is indicated by the proverb: 
“Knowledge is power.” It has its beginnings in childhood, and con- 
tinues to grow with the years, according to a man’s talents and oppor- 
tunities, until it may equal, if not surpass, that of Solomon, who is re- 
puted to have been the wisest and most learned of men. 

For the purpose of making as clear as possible by means of this 
illustration how grace can be made to grow to phenomenal proportions 
let us indulge in a little fanciful supposition. 

Let us imagine a man who is gifted with a memory that is so re- 
tentive that he never forgets what he has learned in any way—by sight, 
hearing, reading and study. Even the minutest details are indelibly 
impressed on his memory. Suppose, further, that he is able to read 
one book every day covering the various fields of knowledge—history, 
science, literature, art, etc. The amount of knowledge that he would 
thus acquire in just.one year would be so vast that it would defy all 
attempts to measure it. And who is there that could have even the re- 
motest idea of the huge accumulation of knowledge that he would 
possess at the age of sixty or seventy years? Now it is evident that this 
man would be the fortunate possessor of a treasure which, though in- 
visible, would be very real and substantial. Yet all the while it would 
escape detection by the five senses, so that even his closest friends could 
not perceive it. And those who did not know him would very likely 
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take him to be a man of ordinary knowledge, while some might even 
consider him a dullard. 
Application 


Let us now apply this illustration to our subject. The great super- 
natural endowment of sanctifying grace also is something very real and 
substantial, even though it cannot be perceived by any of the five senses. 
It cannot be seen, or felt, or weighed or measured. It does not betray 
its presence in the soul by any outward signs. And yet it is just as 
real as knowledge and learning. Or rather, it is more real and endur- 
ing, since knowledge will cease when its possessor dies; while grace 
will endure forever in heaven. And there the degree or amount of it 
that the soul possesses will be the measure of its happiness and bliss. 

This entirely gratuitous supernatural gift of God is first bestowed 
on the Christian in the Sacrament of Baptism. In persons who have 
attained the use ‘of reason (converts), grace becomes operative just as 
soon as it is received and increases with the performance of every good 
action. In the case of infants, however, it lies dormant until they at- 
tain the use of reason. But from that time on it increases regularly, 
according to the laws of merit. 

In our illustration we supposed that the man’s knowledge increased 
steadily by reason of the new items of learning he met with day after 
day. This has its parallel in the life of a Christian. Each and every 
good action—none excepted—can be made, and should be made, a 
means of increase of the original fund of grace he received in Baptism. 
The more numerous his good works, the greater the purity of his inten- 
tion, and the larger the amount of the grace he possesses, the more 
rapid and extensive will be the increase of his sanctifying grace. Here 
we must apply what was explained before—a bank account growing 
by means of deposits and compound interest. 

In our illustration we also supposed that the man’s growth in 
knowledge continued unabated till the day of his death. This too has 
its parallel in the growth of grace. Down to the very moment of his 
last breath the fervent Christian is able to add to his treasure of spir- 
itual wealth, so much so that he can make the very act of dying a high- 
ly meritorious one. In this way he closes his accounts with God by 
returning with interest the talent of grace which was entrusted to him 
in Baptism with the command: “Trade with it till I come!” 

From these considerations it is clear that every Catholic has count- 
less opportunities to amass for himself treasures of grace so vast and 
so immense that they entitle him to be ranked among the highest choirs 


of the angels in heaven. 
(To be concluded) 
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A Catholic Use for Obituaries 


N OT only is it customary for many Catholic papers to carry notices 

of the deaths that have occurred from one publication to another, 
but secular newspapers devote space to such obituaries as well. Per- 
haps the intention of the latter is simply a kind of “news” item, but 
there is certainly a higher motive behind the obituary list found in a 
Catholic newspaper. This is frequently expressed in the oft-quoted 
phrase which heads the column or perhaps closes it, namely: “It is a 
holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead.” 

We heard of a good Irish gentleman who had the laudable habit 
of clipping the death notices from the papers and offering a goodly 
number of ejaculatory prayers for each one whose name was given. 
Perhaps he couldn’t resist a temptation to favor the Irish just a bit, but 
Polish or French or German, English or Spanish or Italian, or what- 
ever nationality was represented, he knew that all are kinsmen, all be- 
long to the same race, all are citizens of the same Kingdom, and all are 
members of the same Family of God, through Baptism. Certainly 
every soul in purgatory is destined to enter the Heavenly Kingdom, 
whatever faith he may have professed exteriorly on earth, and so every 
soul in purgatory is entitled to our prayers as a member of the Church 
Suffering. 

No one can fathom the judgments of God, and so it is always 
laudable to pray for the departed even though their life was so exem- 
plary as to inspire the conviction that they have no need of prayer, or 
so to the contrary as to make it seem they are beyond the help of 
prayers. In fact, such as these may have the greater need of our 
prayers. So why not clip those obituary notices, whether from Catholic 
or secular sources, and build up the good habit of our Irish friend? 
An indulgenced ejaculation is so easy to offer in behalf of the suffering 
souls. Because it is so short, and yet bears the very high indulgence of 
seven years for each repetition we like to say the holy names: JESUS, 
MARY, JOSEPH! One can pray this twenty-five or thirty times in a 
minute. Try it and see! 








Spiritual Vitamin for September 


O Christ, the glory of the Angel choirs, 
Of man the Maker and Redeemer blest! 
Grant us one day to reach those bright abodes 
And in Thy glory rest! 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 














Who Is Like God? 


HO IS LIKE GOD? This was the battle-cry of St. Michael 
the Archangel in the victorious combat with the heavenly 
hosts against Lucifer and the rebellious angels when he cast 
them down into hell. Wo Is Like Gop? This is the tre- 

mendous cry of gratitude and adoration that fills our own hearts as we, 
the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, recall that the feast, of 
St. Michael, September 29th, will be the 36th anniversary of the con- 
tinuous exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament upon the throne of 
the high altar of our Motherhouse at Clyde. Wuo Is Like Gop? the 
Lord of Hosts, the King of Angels, so nigh to the children of men, abid- 
ing in our midst, tenderly watching over and caring for all from the 
rising till the setting of the sun! When we think of His wonderful 
work in the invention of the Holy Eucharist, which enables the God 
of heaven to be present with us in a personal manner night and day, 
who is not moved to give glory to Him? 


Such are the sentiments that have urged us to multiply Perpetual 
Adoration Thrones where He may be adored and praised day and night, 
year in and year out, not only by the religious of the particular com- 
munity, but by men and women, boys and girls, who truly rejoice in 
the privilege that is theirs and gladly spend hours in the presence of 
their King and Savior. Elect souls who realize the sublimity of the 
gift of God in the Holy Eucharist, desire that Jesus should never be left 
alone. They know that adoration is the primal relationship of man to 
God. It is so because of man’s dependency on God as a creature. 
God has brought each one out of nothingness by His creative act, and 
He sustains that nothingness in being by an act of conservation, or a 
continuous creation, as it were. To adore is to acknowledge our rela- 
tionship to God. It is to fulfil the primal act of justice. 


Perpetual Adoration is only the logical sequence of the fact of the 
Real Presence, the fact that God is always on the altar. Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament is really adoration of the Blessed Trinity, for 
the Father and the Holy Spirit never leave Jesus alone. Adoration is 
due to God under all circumstances, in prosperity and in adversity. 

The vocation of a Perpetual Adorer is a donation of self; it is a 
special mark of God’s predilection for a soul. Such a soul is eager 
to take her nothingness and plunge it into the furnace of Divinity, to 
take her nothingness and fling it before the throne of God. No one 
can go beyond adoration. It contains every virtue. 

The vocation of a Perpetual Adorer is a lofty privilege. It is a 
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act of love. God gave His Divine Son to men because He loved souls 
so vehemently. Jesus instituted the Blessed Sacrament because He 
loved mankind without limit, because He will love unto the end of time, 
because He loved and will love from eternity unto eternity. The Perpetual 
Adorer can find no more perfect way to express her love for the Blessed 
Sacrament than by the 
donation of self which 
she makes by her re- 
ligious profession. By 
that profession she un- 
dertakes to live in the 
supernatural, to give 
herself through obedi- 
ence, to immolate her- 
self in sacrifice, to fly 
as a dove to the throne 
of God through prayer. 
She is motivated by an 
ardent love of God, and 
in her love for God she 
loves souls. She longs 
to share in the redemp- 
tive love of God, to de- 
vote her life to repara- 
tion, to win Divine 
grace for souls every- 
where. She thinks of 
those sheep outside the 
fold of the Divine 
Shepherd and _inter- 
cedes that the light of 
the true Faith may 
shine into their hearts 
and the unspeakable 





Official adorers in the Clyde sanctuary grace of baptism may 
be given to them. She 


pleads for graces to bring sinners to their knees in humble confession. 
She asks for graces that will give courage to the tempted and tried. 
She offers prayers for the dying. She supports the labors of priests. 
She remembers the souls in purgatory, even the most forgotten ones. 

This vocation of hers is by no means unfruitful, though it requires 
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great faith. Like fathers and mothers who share in God’s work of 
creating bodies, she has the joy of a spiritual maternity that shares in 
God’s creative work of renewing souls. She participates in the redemp- 
tive love of Jesus by her labors to bring forth souls to grace. 

Mysterious is this grace of vocation which makes a creature dare 
to aspire to the love of God as a spouse. Such personal love of Jesus 
is a pearl of great price, and this pearl is the religious vocation of the 
Perpetual Adorer. 





West view of the Adoration Chapel at Clyde, showing also the bell tower 
and part of Relic Chapel wing. 


“Come, follow Me, for My yoke is sweet and My burden light,” is 
the age-old invitation that the Divine Lover has extended to souls. 
Love makes the yoke sweet that otherwise would be galling for weak 
human nature. Love makes the burden light. Unless love is so strong 
as to wish to stay and abide with the Beloved, it is not the true love that 
is the sign of a vocation to a community of Perpetual Adoration. Those 
who do not have a religious vocation may have true love, but necessity 
causes them to leave the presence of Jesus in the Tabernacle. The love 
of the Perpetual Adorer is satisfied in living in the very House of God. 
She answers the challenge which Jesus once spoke to His disciples: 
“Will you also go away?”—“No, Lord, here will I abide. This is my 
resting place forever. Here will I dwell, because I have chosen it. 
It is thine altars, O Lord of Hosts, my King and my God, that my soul 
longs and faints for. Yea, I had rather be an abject in the House of 
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my God than to dwell among the sinful. Here I will drink waters with 
joy from the Fountains of the Savior.” 

Perhaps there are some among the young ladies who read our 
magazine who feel a desire to dedicate their lives to the Perpetual 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. If so, they may obtain full par- 
ticulars about our vocation by writing to: — 

Rev. Mother M. Carmelita, Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Others may be inspired with the desire to show in some practical 
and feasible way their appreciation of the life-work of the Adorers. 
Such as these can satisfy their aspiration by helping us with monetary 
offerings to spread the Eucharistic reign of Jesus in the Blessed Sac- 
rament. At present we are most anxious to pay off the debt which 
still encumbers our Perpetual Adoration Sanctuary and convent dedi- 
cated to the Holy Spirit in Kansas City, and we would gratefully accept 
any contributions to this cause. May God bless you in your spiritual 
and temporal needs, and abundantly repay you for your generosity. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





“AROUND THE YEAR WITH THE TRAPP FAMILY” 
By Maria Augusta Trapp 


This book not only affords delightful entertainment, but also in- 
structs and inspires. It is a “family book’”’ in the truest sense, showing 
Catholic family life in fullest action. As the author says, “Living 
through the cycle of festive events every year, one cannot help but 
learn that one should not just live one’s life, or spend one’s life, or 
go through one’s life, but celebrate one’s life.” 

Order your copy and gift copies for your friends from: 


Pantheon Books, Inc., 333 Sixth Ave., New York 14, N. Y. Price, $3.95. 





Candles of Love and Prayer 


Day and night on our High Altar of Exposition, candles burn 
steadily in the Presence of the Living God. Make your love, prayer and 
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament tangible by having one of these 
candles burning for your intentions. A large wax candle will be burned 
for a day and a night before the Blessed Sacrament exposed in one of 
our Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration, for an offering of 50¢; for one 
week for $3.50; and for an entire month for $12.00. Kindly address: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Words of Pope Pius XII 
on Atheism 


is ever interwined, makes up the history of mankind; but 

rarely if ever has this struggle been so violent as in this our 

day. When from this City of the Vatican, We look out on the 
whole world, We certainly find motives of surpassing admiration and 
joy at the sight of the serried ranks of good people of shining virtue. 
Their courage and the glory of their martyrdom deservedly brings to 
mind again the days of the first Christians. On the other hand, We are 
full of sadness and anxiety when We see that the wickedness of evil 
men has reached a degree of impiety unbelievable and altogether un- 
known in days gone by. Shameful indeed it is and We speak of it 
with horror; yet Our Apostolic charge will not allow Us to keep silent. 


/ | \ HE struggle between the good and the wicked, whose conduct 


Neglect and Contempt of God 


Neglect and haughty contempt of the things of God were the first 
crimes of man when he became a rebel against Divine commandments. 
They are also the troubled source of all faults. Like a contagious 
disease they move silently on, spreading their ravages over all the 
earth, but particularly in those lands where has been hatched a plot 
“against the Lord and against His Christ” (Ps. 2:2). Indeed, they 
beget a multitude of evils, for when God is ignored, man is shorn of 
spiritual dignity and is made the abject slave of matter. All that there 
is in him of virtue, hope, and beauty of inward life, is cut at the root. 
It is of atheism that We speak, or what is worse, of hatred of God. 

With the utmost impudence the haters of God’s Name make use 
of every possible means—that is to say, books, tracts, newspapers and 
radio. Whether in committee, public assembly, private conversation, 
science or art—they take every opportunity of spreading contempt of 
all that is sacred. “And the smoke of the pit arose as the smoke of a 
great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened with the smoke 
of the pit” (Apoc. 9:2). We think, in fact, that all this is due to the 
plotting of the hellish enemy whose aim it is to hate God and to hurt 
mankind. Most urgent is it, therefore, for the bishops, priests and 
faithful committed to their care to strive with all zeal to defend God’s 
Name—the Name so deeply venerated by the powers of heaven. Un- 
furl the standard of St. Michael the Archangel, and taking up his cry: 
“Who is like God?” stand fast against those who insult His Majesty. 
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Let your will be strong in proclaiming, loving and preaching the Name 
of God. 

Those who insult this Name and thus despise it are guilty of a 
terrible crime. Witness the words of St. Thomas of Aquin: “For it is 
above all hatred of God which makes the sin against the Holy Ghost.” 


Ingratitude 

It is this sin which exposes the godless to the direst penalty. Not 
only this, however; they show themselves exceedingly ungrateful. For 
what is more necessary than to adore and honor God? What indeed 
more healthgiving? Our very being, body and soul, our qualities of 
mind and our physical strength are all His gifts. Light, sunshine, air, 
fruits of the earth, nourishment, life’s sweetness, and more important 
still, heavenly grace, the means of sanctification, truth, salvation—all 
are from Him. “Oh, how good and sweet is Thy Spirit, O Lord, in 
all things!” (Wisdom 12:1.) —‘But Thou, our God, art gracious 
and true, patient, and ordering all things in mercy” (Wisdom 15:1). 
—‘He is not far from each one of us: For in Him we live and move 
and have our being” (Acts 17:28). 

He is full of wisdom and mercy whether He gives courage or con- 
solation, or whether He chastises with the rod of correction. Yet when- 
ever He punishes we suffer deservedly, for “We receive no more than 
the reward of our deeds” (Luke 23:41). Moreover, pain itself in the 
design of Divine Providence becomes a school of virtue and yields 
a bountiful harvest of eternal happiness. For he who has God for his 
portion and personal good, looks upon weal and woe as of small account, 
provided only God is not lost. Having Him, men know well that they 
have lost nothing. 


Love of God and the Brotherhood of Mankind 


The fact is that from love of God is born man’s salvation, whilst 
the turning away from Him brings evil. Who would not shrink with 
horror from the struggles, the civil strife, the wars which henceforward 
if the new weapons are released, will be murderous in the extreme? 
It is Our hope that such things may be avoided and that is why We 
welcome with satisfaction and praise every effort which has as its ob- 
ject to unite the nations in ever closer bonds of federation. Yet any 
such endeavor will easily come to naught if it be built on shifting sand, 
that is, unless the sense of brotherhood and unity reign over the whole 
earth. This it is that makes sacred both bond given and bond received. 
It is at once the buttress of treaties and the strength of States. Now, 
experience proves beyond doubt that men do not see themselves as 
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brothers unless they believe that they are begotten of the same Father. 
Take away respect for God, the supreme Lawgiver and Judge, and the 
words “good” and “evil” are simply empty sounds; moral law is de- 
stroyed, and evil goes fearlessly on its way with unbridled insolence. 
Men, consequently, find their solace only in the pursuit of pleasure 
and then unleashing their fury they hurl themselves like beasts on one 
another in mutual destruction. 


To Serve God Is Man’s True Good 


Our true good is found in serving God. We should therefore care- 
fully direct our lives to the honoring of God, ever present and lovingly 
dwelling in the sanctuary of every pure conscience. For the path to 
greater and more beautiful virtue is one which leads us away from ex- 
ternal things and on towards the things of the spirit. Thence, still 
following that same path, we move upwards to the world of the super- 
natural. May His gentle Presence sweetly fill our memory, enlighten 
our mind and gladden our spirit, giving such strength to our will as 
will urge us on towards a way of life that is pure, zealous and loving. 
“Perfect justice is in effect to know Thee” (Wisdom 15:3). 

All those who have strayed from the path of justice should by our 
prayers, by our words, by our deeds, and, above all, by a life which 
becomes again a shining image of God’s goodness, be led to expiate and 
blot out their misdeeds. Let the sinner turn his eyes to the most ten- 
der Father, “Who calls back the prodigal son from his life of misery, 
kills the fatted calf and makes merry festival. And why not? He 
had, in fact, found once more the son whom he had lost. Regaining 
him, he was moved to still greater tenderness. What a father we see 
here! Beyond all doubt, it is GOD Himself. None more a father 
than He: none so good” (Tertullian). 


He who has faith, enriched with good deeds and holy living, 
should, as far as in him lies, try to bring others to share in what he 
himself enjoys. So that We may urge men on to holy endeavor and 
make ready against the guilty ‘godlessness of the blasphemer which soils 
this age, We have at hand an all-powerful succor which is at the same 
time both preventive and sure. 


Power of Prayer 


What is there that cannot be wrought by prayer? What limit is 
there to the power of prayer made in the name of Christ, prayer of the 
innocent and of the penitent, which, rooted in firm trust, brings its 
retinue of good deeds? “Prayer is the wall of our faith, our arm of 
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attack and defense against the watchful foe who besets us on every 
side” (Tertullian). 
Holy Mass 


Yet there is no act of homage or worship that can give place to 
the Eucharistic Sacrifice which constantly renews in an unbloody man- 
ner the immolation which Christ made with His Blood on the gibbet 
of the Cross. So renewed, it spreads among men the fruits of salvation. 
The eternal Heavenly Father receives due homage and is made pro- 
pitious and appeased by that Precious Blood of the innocent Lamb. 
The voice of the Lamb of God is more powerful than the voice of the 
innocent Abel and of all the just. For its dignity and value are infi- 
nite. This Blood which the Son of God took of our nature He Himself 
offers for us, He, the Author of our peace and reconciliation and the 
Benefactor from whom flow all heavenly gifts in endless stream. 


“By our sin the Judge is angered, 
See the Blood protecting plead, 
Then the ills that crowd upon us, 
All, as one, must now recede.” 
(Hymn at Matins, Feast of the Precious Blood) 


This same Sacrifice, “truly propitiatory” (Council of Trent) “is 
offered efficaciously “for sin, for sin’s penalty, in satisfaction for sin 
and for other needs.” If, then, atheism and hatred of God are a mon- 
strous evil, a blot on our age that makes one rightly fear terrible chas- 
tisement, the Blood of Christ contained in the chalice of the New Cove- 
nant is a laver of cleansing, wherein we can ask pardon for the guilty 
and wash away the stains of sin. Thus may the havoc that comes from 
sin be set to rights and the Church prepared for the day of triumph. .. 

The faithful, bound closely together as they are in the Mystical 
Body of Christ, must always have part in the joys and sorrows of the 
Church. Let them therefore hearken to Our call ‘and flock in large 
numbers to God’s altar. May they appreciate, as they should, the seri- 
ousness and importance of the reason which brings them together and 
so offer to God with a fervor all the greater their suppliant prayers as 
they partake in one compact body of the Heavenly Food. We do not 
doubt that you will do all that We ask, with the greatest loving devo- 
tion, and thus offer to God your prayers and pleadings that sinful living 
may give place to the breath of heavenly charity. So will all things 
find renewal in Christ and in the happy fulfilment of the peace for 
which men long. 

(From an exhortation to the Bishops of the 
world, February 11, 1949.) 
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Little Lovers’ League 


EPTEMBER brings school days again, dear Little Lovers, and 
with them a golden opportunity to learn more about God, about 
people, and about the wonderful world He gave us to live in. 
If we were to go looking for a model to help us make the most 

out of the new school year, what better one could we find than Christ 
Himself—the young Christ of twelve years who taught in the great 
Temple of Jerusalem? You remember the story. Thinking He was lost, 
His parents looked anxiously for Him and finally found Him in the 
Temple, completely at home with the learned scribes and teachers, 
listening to them and ask- 
ing questions which star- 
tled them from a boy of 
His age. You remember, 
too, that the Gospels tell 
us that Christ “grew” in 
wisdom, age and grace. 
Now, as the all-wise God, 
He could not grow in wis- 
dom, since He was Wis- 
dom itself; but as man, 
Christ could learn by ex- 
perience as we do, and 
He chose to do this so as to give us an example to follow. Ask the 
young Christ, then, to help you with your studies, to give you the light 
to be able to see and learn, the determination that will make you study, 
and the ability to use your knowledge for the good of all the other mem- 
bers of Christ’s great kingdom. 


PRACTICE: September 8th is our Blessed Mother’s Birthday. 
Try to make it a specially happy day for Her by choosing one of Mary’s 
virtues to imitate all through this month and by saying three Hail 
Mary’s daily in her honor. 

ASPIRATION: Child Mary, help me to love Jesus and to do all 
things for Him. 





Three Wishes 


U NCLE Bill sat in the sunny garden, contentedly smoking his pipe 
as he watched the children playing. Thinking how pretty the 
golden-haired little Judith was and what fine men Bob and Charles 
would be one day, please God, he called them to him on a sudden im- 
pulse. They came running to this favorite uncle, Judy seating herself 
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on his lap and the boys sprawling on the grass beside him. 


“Suppose,” said Uncle Bill, “that by just wishing, you could have 
anything you wanted. What would you choose?” There was a mo- 
ment’s silence while the children thought this over; then Judy tossed 
one bright pigtail behind her shoulder and said decidedly: “I’d wish to 
be beautiful! Then everybody would admire me and invite me to lots 
of parties.” 


“That’s silly!” laughed Charles. “What good is beauty when you 
can lose it so easily by getting sick or old or having an accident like 
poor Mrs. Toms across the street? They say she used to be pretty as 
a picture. But look at her now! I'd rather be rich—a real millionaire, 
so I could buy anything I wanted.” 


Saying nothing, Uncle Bill looked at the older boy. “I think it’s 
stupid to want to be either rich or pretty,” said Bob. “You can lose 
money just as well as good looks. /’d like to be clever and know about 
all sorts of things. Then I’d be famous and people all over the country 
would look up to me.” 


Still silent, Uncle Bill got up and walked over to the sand pile. 
Stooping down, he drew three large zeros, while the children stared at 
him puzzled. Finally Judy burst out: “But what do they have to do 
with our wishes, Uncle Bill? Tell us who made the best one!” 


Pointing to the zeros, their Uncle answered: “All the things you 
wished for—beauty, wealth, learning—are nothing; just zeros with 
nothing in front of them. They need a number before them to turn 
them into something precious. Do you know what that number is?” 


There was a pause. Then Bob, looking more serious than usual, 
said slowly: “I think I see what you mean, Uncle Bill. We were think- 
ing like pagans. Those were stupid things to wish for. You wanted us 
to wish for goodness, didn’t you?” 


Uncle Bill smiled. “That’s it, Bob. I’m glad you understand. 
Yes, goodness or virtue is the only thing that really matters. It’s the 
one thing that lasts, the one thing God looks for. It is the only thing 
that makes a person truly beautiful or rich or wise. Without virtue 
all these other things are just zeros as far as our real life is concerned.” 


He was interrupted by a sigh from Judy. “Well, all right, Uncle 
Bill,” she groaned, “from now on I’ll wish to be good instead of pretty, 
even if I don’t get invited to any more parties!” 


Before her Uncle could answer, Mrs. Dane came out on the porch: 
“Telephone for you, Judy,” she called. “It’s Mary Jean, she wants you 
to come to her birthday party tomorrow...” And she couldn’t under- 
stand why in the world Uncle Bill and Bob and Charles suddenly burst 
out laughing. 
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hese Booklets Will Help 
Your School-goers 


Having these booklets on hand will be a big 
help in answering many “young scholars’ "’ ques- 
tions. You will find ready answers in them to 
questions on the Trinity, the Mass, the Eucharist, 
the Sacraments, the Sacred Heart, our Blessed 
Mother, the Saints, and many other points which 
come in catechism or religion classes. 


On God On the Mass 
What Is God? God Himself Our Sacrifice 
Devotion to the Holy Trinity Treasures of the Mass — 128 pages, 50¢ 
Devotion to the Holy Spirit My Daily Companion at Mass 


On the Blessed Sacrament and Holy Communion 


My Daily Visit God with Us in the Blessed Sacrament 
The Holy Eucharist, Our All Communicate Frequently and Devoutly 
Communion Devotions with Mary 


On the Sacred Heart 


All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 
Favors from the King The Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 


On the Sacraments 


Fountains of Salvation Confession, Its Fruitful Practice 
United in Christ Confession, the Sacrament of Mercy 
Through Death to Life and Peace 


On the Blessed Mother On the Saints and Angels 


Devotion to Mary *Neath St. Michael’s Shield 
Mysteries of Mary Our Heavenly Companions 
Heart of Our Mother & Queen Go to Joseph 

Mary’s Seven Sorrows St. Jude and St. Rita 
Under Mary’s Mantle St. Benedict 


Each booklet 15¢, except as marked. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Would You Like ta Meet 
Three Interesting People? 


If you would, then just read the following three booklets: 


Saint Nicholas De Flue (Feast September 25) 


Saint Nicholas was a man of many occupations and mixed 
talents. A fascinating combination of husband, father of ten chil- 
dren, soldier, farmer, hermit, peace-maker and saint, he can hardly 
fail to capture your interest as you follow his career with his 
family, on the battle-field, in his journeying as a hermit and 
peace-maker and during his lonely vigils in his forest-hermitage. 
A man for our times as well as his own, this Swiss saint—a won- 
der-worker even during his life—has much to offer us in the way 
of example, help and encouragement. 64 pages. 15¢ 


Little Peter 

Peter was only seven years old, but he knew what he wanted 
and set out to get it as the son of a soldier should. There were 
many obstacles in his path, but Peter met them all and won 
through. If you want your children to appreciate Holy Com- 
munion and friendship with Our Lord, read or give them this 
booklet. A real boy, Peter will win their hearts and show them 
how to follow him. 32 pages. 10¢ 


In the Footsteps of Saint Scholastica 


She was the twin-sister of Saint Benedict, who followed him 
in leaving behind her the pleasures of the world in order to be- 
come the foundress of a great religious community, for all Bene- 
dictine nuns look to her as their mother and model. To read of 
the simplicity and holiness of her life is to be convinced that sanc- 
tity can be found in little things—little things and much love. 
Prayers in her spirit are included. 64 pages. 15¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 














